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Claude Monet was a French artist. He lived from 1840 to 1926. He started a nineteenth

century art movement called Impressionism. Monet’s work was studied by many artists that

followed, including Pablo Picasso and Henri Matisse.

Monet had a love for art at a very young age. In fact, as a small boy he didn't like to study
at school. Instead, he liked to draw pictures in his books. He often drew funny pictures of his
teachers and friends. His mother was happy that he had a great love for art. However, his father
was annoyed by this interest and wanted him to study and become a businessman. When
Claude’s mother died he was just 17. He and his father had many fights, so he left his father’s
house to live with one of his aunts. He continued to create caricatures ' of people, but he also
began to paint landscapes, which were usually pictures of natural areas in the countryside.

While a young man, living in Normandy, a coastal area of France, Claude met Eugene
Boudin, a landscape artist. Boudin made his living by painting the gardens of hotels along the
French coast. He helped Monet to paint his landscapes realistically. Monet learned how to
paint the light, shadow and movement of natural outdoor areas. Monet learned how the
movement of the clouds or the sun could completely change how things look.

In 1861, Monet was told that he had to join the army. So, he left his aunt’s house and
joined for seven years. Monet was sent to Africa. However, after two years he got sick, and his
aunt said that he should leave the army to study art at a local university. So Monet decided to
return home and begin studying art at university. However, he became quite bored with his
classes. So he moved to Paris and started to study with a Swiss artist named Charles Gleyre.
While studying with Gleyre, Monet met several other people who would go on to become great
artists, including Pierre-Auguste Renoir. Along with Monet, Renoir helped to start
Impressionism.

In 1874 Monet, Renoir, and several other artists showed their work in an exhibition. One
of Monet's paintings, Impression, Sunrise, was in the exhibit. The painting was a landscape
with some boats in a quiet port on a river. It was a perfect example of this new style of painting.
In fact, Impressionism got its name from this painting after an important art critic, Louis Leroy,
saw Impression, Sunrise and the other paintings in the exhibition. Leroy did not like what he
saw. Leroy thought art should be a copy of the real world. He thought that Monet’s painting
had not been finished. He said that wallpaper patterns were more complete than Monet’s

painting. He called this style of painting “Impressionism.” He meant it as a criticism, but the
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artists liked the expression. So, this style of painting became known by that name.
(Adapted from Academic Reading and Writing 1)
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The relationship between humans and cats may have begun around ten thousand years
ago. Back then, people living in villages would store their crops; however, the problem was
that the rats and mice would sneak in and eat the corn or wheat. But cats would then eat them,
and the villagers’ problem was solved. Catching on to how useful the cats could be to them,
slowly but surely, the villagers decided to keep them as around as pets. They kept the cats with
them even as they moved from place to place around the world. It was a perfect relationship
that has lasted many, many thousands of years.

But quite recently, something happened that completely changed our relationship with

cats. Until then, most cats had been kept outdoors. They weren't the household pets that we
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know and love today. But in 1947, “Kitty Litter” was created, completely by accident. This
incredible new product had a huge impact: It stopped the strong smells and messes that cats
made and that had kept them outside. This huge change opened the door for cats to move inside
their owners’ homes, where they have lived quite happily and comfortably ever since.

There are a few things to keep in mind about how cats are able to enjoy a relationship with
people. For this to happen, it should be handled — stroked and petted — before it is eight
weeks old. Otherwise, the cat may resist and keep itself distant from us. The more a young cat
is handled, the friendlier it becomes. Obviously, then, a cat that is petted an hour a day will be
closer to humans than one that is handled just 15 minutes a day. Ideally, to make the young cat
more accepting, people of all kinds — young and old, male and female — should “cuddle”
it as often as possible.

Playing and just being with a cat provides us humans with all kinds of benefits. For one
thing, spending just a little time with a cat provides us with companionship and relaxation. It
boosts our mental and emotional health by lowering stress levels, reducing loneliness, and
even preventing depression. Research has shown that the time we spend with our cats has
physical benefits, too. It helps lower blood pressure and can prevent heart disease, thereby
improving our overall health and well-being.

What is it about cats that makes them such beloved companions? Perhaps it is their
independence; most cats don't need to be constantly pleased as dogs do. Although cats do like
to be handled and get attention, it doesn’t take as much to satisfy them. Just give them a bit of
food and water, and they can pretty much take care of themselves — and they sleep a lot, so
they are really no bother at all. They also help get rid of household pests such as mice, rats,
and even some bugs. And one more thing is that cats have a sort of mysterious air about them
that we humans are very attracted to.

Cats are the most popular pet in the world today. In America, in 1985, for the first time
ever, people had more pet cats than pet dogs, with an equal number of men and women being
cat owners. Cat owners by and large really love their cats and feel that theirs are absolutely
gorgeous. Perhaps it's because their small round faces, tiny noses, and big round eyes resemble
the cutest human baby. Some people argue that cats are cold and too independent, but the
fact is that cats can and do become just as attached to people as do dogs. Cats have a long
memory and many do become extremely close to their human companions.

“The love for all living creatures is the most noble attribute of man.” — Charles Darwin

(Adapted from Life Topics: Changing Views)
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The main point of this article is to discuss

(D the close relationship humans have with dogs
(2) how to raise young cats
(3 the close relationship humans have with cats

@ the history of “Kitty Litter”

According to the essay, ancient humans likely first valued cats because
(D they were said to be ancient gods

(2) they helped reduce mice and rats who ate food that humans needed
(3 they were quieter and cuter than dogs
@ they could attack enemy humans

The word “cold” in paragraph 6 is closest in meaning to
@ friendly

(2) unfriendly
@ freezing
@ winter

According to the article, benefits of having a cat for a pet include all of the following
reasons EXCEPT cats

(D can help humans hunt for animals such as deer and boar
(2) can lower blood pressure and risk of heart disease
(3 can make a person more relaxed

@) can reduce loneliness

According to the writer of this essay, cats differ from dogs in their
(D generally higher level of independence

(2) generally higher ability to kill other animals
(3 generally higher ability to become very close to humans

@ generally higher appeal to women only
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(1) The police able to arrest the robber on that day.
@ is 2 are @ was @ were
(2) You have come earlier. Every item here has been sold out.
@ could (2) might 3 should @ ought
(3) Her speech moved the audience a lot. of them were in tears.
@ Any 2 Every (3 None @ Some
(4) Jack failed the test and was himself.
(D ashamed of (2 pleased with (3 based on (@ acquainted with

(5) He doesn’t like I clean the house.

(D how do 2 how to (3 the way @ the way of
(6) He put on his coat and E a scarf around his neck.
@ wind (2 winded 3 wound @ wounded
(7) I couldn’t laughing at the man.
@ help 2 but help @ stopping @ stop to
(8) You will be late fast you drive in this weather.
(D asmushas (2 despite (3 whenever (@ no matter how

(9) A short walk brought me E the park.

(D along (2) among @ into @ to
(10) Illness kept me joining the party.

@ away 2 from 3 out @ with
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When traveling, what kind of place do you want to stay at? A luxury hotel with an ocean
view? A business hotel with all the latest equipment? These are definitely popular choices.
Recently, however, more tourists have started to choose more interesting and unusual.

Oliver Holmes, the Southeast Asia correspondent for the Guardian, about such
aplace in Thailand. “This isn’t a story press freedom. I’'m in a prison, butit’s a
you pay for,” he says as he reports from Sook Station, is a prison-themed hostel on
the outskirts of Bangkok.

When guests in to this unusual hostel, they are given a black-and-white
instead of pajamas. “I’m gonna go and put these . They’re quite thick. It’s thirty
degrees outsides in the weather. But they’ll do,” Holmes reports. Every corner of
this has the prison theme. In the guest rooms, for example, there are steel bar sliding
doors and bars on the windows just like a real prison. “It blacks out completely,” Holmes says
as he raised the blind on the window. There are also bunk beds and pillows with covers in the
black-and-white prison theme.

(Adoped from INTEGRITY beginner)

SE
é D about 2 check 3 hostel @ on (5 prison :
. (6 reports (D something tropical (9 uniform (0 which :
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